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Happy New Year, everyone!

I hope that you all had a wonderful
Christmas and New Year's celebration! As you
might know, in America the celebrations of
Christmas and New Years are almost opposite
what they are in Japan: in the USA, Christmas
is the most important holiday of the year for
visiting family, but New Years is a holiday
mainly for celebrating with friends. However,
not all American families celebrate Christmas,
either. Although many people who are not
Christian celebrate Christmas, some people
who belong to other religions, such as Islam or
Judaism, never celebrate it. New Years is a
holiday for everyone though, and most people
attend a party, visit with friends or family, or
watch fireworks at midnight. I have enjoyed
learning about Japanese New Years traditions
very much! I especially like the traditional
method of making mochi, which I was lucky
enough to be introduced to by several schools.

Whatever your personal traditions are, I
hope you had wonderful holidays and wish you
peace and good cheer in the New year!
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