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Hello Everyone,

It's March now, which means that spring is
coming! Even before I came to Japan I had heard
that spring would be a very beautiful time here, so I
am really looking forward to it. I am excited as well
because in Maine, where I come from, spring is
definitely not the nicest season. The weather stays
cold for a long time, and once the snow melts it
usually makes the ground wet and muddy for weeks
- for this reason, March and April are often called
"Mud Season" by people in the northeast of the US!

March has some positive qualities too, though.
One of my favorite things about springtime at home
is maple sugaring. In the spring the sap begins to
flow in the maple trees. On many farms people put
small shunts in the trees to drain the sap from them,
and then collect this sap in large buckets. The tree
sap 1s mostly water but it contains sugars as well,
so people can then boil the sap for several days until
the water has evaporated and maple syrup remains.
When farms nearby are making maple syrup, it
always makes the air smell wonderful!

This year, however, I am looking forward to
learning about Japanese traditions for the
springtime!
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