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Sxihi%o
Englisih, Calimg

Hello everyone,

One thing I enjoyed this summer was the
various festivals around Kumamoto. In addition to
local festivals around Misato, Hinokuni festival in
Kumamoto-shi, and several fireworks displays, this
year I was also able to go to the Yamaga Lantern
festival, which was very beautiful and unlike anything
I had seen before.

In America, many towns put on some event in the
summer, but they are a little different from Japanese
festivals. For example, in my town in Maine for "Old
Hallowell Day" there are various events including
a boat race down the river, a foot race, and a small
parade. Local artists display their work, and there is a
lot of live music. But the events may be very different
from one year to the next!

In rural parts of America, there are also fairs in
the summer, where farmers bring their best livestock
and produce. There is a large fair every September for
Maine's organic farms, and people from all over the
Northeast come each year. There are demonstrations
on things like sheep dog herding, solar energy,
spinning, weaving, and beekeeping, and fiddle
competitions. It's a lot of fun!

Have a good autumn, and enjoy the cooler weather!
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